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determined, and It was at Tel-el-Kebir that ArabI 1882.
entrenched his men. He knew his business well
enough, and four miles of earthworks confronted
the English commander. Sir Garnet attacked at
night, or rather at half-past one in the morning on
the 18th of September. Sir Gerald Graham on
the right, and Sir Edward Hamley on the left,
simultaneously advanced on the Egyptians, who
fled in disorder, pursued by the Indian troops.
Next day Arabi was captured, and Cairo was
occupied by Sir Garnet Wolseley. The British
losses were in number trifling. No fewer than
three thousand Egyptians surrendered, and the
remainder, who had little stomach for fighting,
returned to their rural avocations.1 British troops
now garrisoned Cairo, and the only real power in
Egypt was the power of England. This was the
last thing that Mr. Gladstone's Government desired,
and the reputation which they gained abroad for
having protected Egypt from an ambitious pre-
tender was not altogether welcome to them.
Avoidance of foreign complications being part of
their platform, they could not be expected to
rejoice overmuch because they had acquired by
military strength the right and the duty of making
themselves responsible for the land of the Pharaohs.
They had also, as a comparatively small matter, to
deal with Arabi Their representative at Cairo, Lord
Sir Edward Malet, a correct and formal diplomatist, m?ssionns
was superseded by Lord Dufferin, who promptly ^or. 7.
brought Arabi to trial A court-martial sentenced
the rebel or mutineer to death, and Mr. Gladstone Bee. 4.

1 The news of this easy and skilful triumph, a real strategic master-
piece, was accompanied and saddened by the story of a cruel murder.
Edward Howley Palmer., Lord Almoner's Professor of Arabic at Cam-
bridge, had been employed with two officers of the scientific corps, a
gunner and a sapper, to deal with the Bedouin tribes round Gaza, and
to detach them from Arabi, On the 10th of August they left Suez,
only to be killed by Bedouins, who proved too strong for their slender
escort.